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Abstract:

This study addresses one of the most critical issues in
contemporary intellectual discourse: the role and status of
reason in legal inference (istidlal) in the thought of Imam
al-Shafi‘1. It focuses particularly on the widespread claim
that Imam al-Shafi‘t formulated his legal methodology
with a bias toward textual authority at the expense of
rational deliberation. Critics have even alleged that Imam
al-Shafi'T sought to confine reason within strict
boundaries, as evidenced—according to them—Dby his
emphasis on the Arabic language of the Qur’an, his
reliance on the Sunnah and analogical reasoning (qiyas),
and his rejection of juristic preference (istihsan).

The research also investigates the reasons behind the
repeated targeting of Imam al-ShafiT with such
accusations in particular. The study adopts a critical
stance toward these claims, which accuse Imam al-Shafi‘1
of entrenching rigidity and marginalizing rationality in
favor of textualism. It does so through a detailed
examination of the ustli (principles of jurisprudence)
foundations of the positions attributed to him and presents
a scholarly account of his methodological perspective.
The significance of this research lies in its re-evaluation
of modernist critiques of Islamic tradition using the very
epistemological tools upon which those critiques claim to
rely. It contributes to deconstructing reductionist readings
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of Islamic heritage that are often presented in the name of
"renewal” or "reform."
Methodologically, the study employs an analytical and
critical approach. It begins by presenting the claims in
their original context and then responds to them through a
scholarly framework grounded in recognized legal theory.
The research systematically surveys the allegations and
misrepresentations directed at Imam al-ShafiT and
analyzes them critically. It demonstrates that many of
these criticisms are based on misconceptions and
superficial readings. The study also closely examines the
original writings of Imam al-Shafi‘T to assess his actual
views. In addition, it critiques the arguments of several
modernist thinkers—most notably Dr. Nasr Hamid Abu
Zayd—regarding al-Shafi‘T’s legacy.
The study arrives at several key findings, the most
important of which is that modernist discourse presents a
distorted image of Imam al-Shafi‘T’s methodology due to
flawed interpretations of his intellectual heritage. The
research concludes that Imam al-Shafi'T did not
marginalize reason in favor of textual authority, as often
claimed. Rather, his legal reasoning represents the
balanced methodology of mainstream Islamic juristic
tradition. Moreover, sound reasoning—when meeting the
proper conditions for legal reflection—is an essential
means for applying the revealed text to the practical
realities of legal derivation.
Keywords: Restriction of reason, authority of text, Imam
Al-Shafi’i, legal reasoning.
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