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Abstract

This study examines a grammatical issue that arose among some

scholars of Medina regarding Imam Malik's statement in the

chapter on vows (nadhr) in Al-Muwatta':

"Wa ‘alayhi hadyu badanah aw baqarah aw shaah, in lam

yajid illa hiya™

The phrase "in lam vyajid illa hiya™ was questioned, as

grammatical rules suggest it should be *"in lam yajid illa iyyaha".

To resolve this issue, one of the attendees wrote to his teacher, the

scholar Salem Bouhajeb Al-Tunisi, seeking clarification. His

teacher promptly responded with a written explanation that
clarified the matter without attributing any grammatical error to

Imam Malik. Instead, he supported his argument with evidence

from the Qur'an, various Quranic readings, and classical

Arabic poetry and prose.

Sheikh Salem concluded that Imam Malik’s phrase could be

interpreted in two ways:

1. The nominative pronoun (damir al-raf‘) replacing the
accusative pronoun (damir al-nasb).

2. The concept of grammatical illusion (tawahhum), where the
verb is mentally perceived in the passive form (yijad “is
found™), leading to the pronoun being in the nominative case.
This is a known linguistic phenomenon used by Arabs in their
speech and is accepted in classical Arabic.

The scholar supported his analysis with Quranic and linguistic
examples, demonstrating that this construction is common among
eloquent speakers and is not considered a grammatical mistake. He
emphasized that Imam Malik’s words should always be
interpreted in accordance with the rules of the Arabic language
whenever possible.

Finally, this explanation was presented to the questioner, who

found it convincing and accepted it.

Keywords: Answers , Salem , Bouhajeb , Malik , Al-Muwatta’ ,

Yajid - Illa Hiya
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