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The Centrality of Tawhid in Doctrinal Reform in
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The Centrality of Tawhid in Doctrinal Reform in the Qur’an:
Prophet Abraham as a Case Study
Osama bin Ibrahim Al Turki
Associate Professor, Department of Creed, College of Creed
and Da‘wah Islamic University of Madinah
E-mail: a.alturki@iu.edu.sa
Abstract :
This study examines the role of tawhid (the oneness of God) as the
central foundation of doctrinal reform in the Qur’an through the example
of Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him). The research seeks to draw
lessons from the Abrahamic narrative, elucidate the theological concepts
it embodies, and demonstrate their relevance to the broader discourse of
doctrinal reform. Employing both inductive and analytical
methodologies, the study is structured into an introduction and two main
sections.
Ibrahim is uniquely renowned for his unwavering commitment to tawhid,
which he fully realised and embodied. His name is inseparably linked to
Islam, and he is recognised as the patriarch of the hanifiyyah (the
primordial monotheistic faith). His adherence to tawhid established a
theological standard that later religious traditions contended over.
Additionally, he is regarded as the spiritual father of the Muslim ummabh,
deeply concerned for its well-being. His leadership in religion, exemplary
status, embodiment of al-wala’ wa-l-bara’, and his resolute devotion to
monotheism all further affirm his centrality in Islamic theology.
Moreover, his life exemplified deep certainty (yaqin), spiritual
tranquility, and a heart free from deviation.
Ibrahim’s commitment to tawhid extended beyond his lifetime, as seen in
his earnest exhortation to his progeny to uphold Islam. He actively
worked to ensure that monotheism was preserved among future
generations, striving to keep them firm in faith. He was deeply invested
in ensuring that divine leadership (imamah) and prophethood remained
within his lineage. The Qur’an explicitly connects the Muslim ummah to
Ibrahim, urging them to emulate his unwavering monotheism and
reminding them of their spiritual lineage through him. The study further
highlights how the impact of tawhid, which was central to Ibrahim’s
mission, persisted through his descendants.
integral to his realisation of tawhid. His migration from his homeland,
which was an expression of his commitment to pure monotheism, is also
examined. Moreover, the study discusses Ibrahim’s implementation of
tawhid in his interpersonal conduct, manifesting as a commitment to
peace, mercy, and ethical dealings even with those who opposed him.
Keywords: Ibrahim, Islamic Theology, Tawhid, Doctrinal Reform,
Qur’an, Monotheism
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