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A Study in the Philosophy of Religion
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The Ethical and Social Role of Worship in Islam:
A Study in the Philosophy of Religion

Reda Mohamed Hussein EI Dakiki
Department of Creed and Philosophy - Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion and Islamic Propagation -
Tanta - Arab Republic of Egypt
Email: Reda.eldakiki@gmail.com
Abstract :
The researcher observed a common misunderstanding regarding
Islamic acts of worship, where they are perceived as being isolated
from ethics and society. This study aims to explore the potential
existence of social and ethical roles for Islamic acts of worship.
The researcher employed descriptive, analytical, and inductive
methodologies. The study concluded that Islamic acts of worship
indeed have social and ethical roles, and they are not isolated from
these roles. The texts establish a connection between acts of
worship, on the one hand, and social and ethical behaviors, on the
other. Moreover, neglecting these ethical and social roles is seen as
a bitter consequence of failing to perform acts of worship. The
study further found that the benefits of worship do not return to
God but rather to the worshipper and society. Additionally,
neglecting worship does not harm God in any way but negatively
impacts the community. The research also revealed that all Islamic
acts of worship possess a horizontal dimension that connects the
worshipper to the surrounding society. For instance, prayer,
according to divine commands, purifies and elevates the soul,
which in turn benefits society by promoting piety, developing
conscience, and contributing to societal reform. Prayer also
supports values such as cleanliness, order, and discipline. Zakat
(almsgiving) is a fundamentally social obligation, functioning as a
social security institution in Islam. It addresses societal issues such
as poverty and prevents the accumulation of wealth in the hands of
a specific class. Fasting helps the worshipper empathize with the
poor, strengthens self-discipline, encourages restraint from harming
society, and is linked to the socially impactful charity of Zakat al-
Fitr. Lastly, Hajj (pilgrimage) emphasizes witnessing benefits and
enforces abstaining from societal and environmental harm.
Keywords: Philosophy of Religion, Philosophy of Worship,

Ethical Role of Worship, Social Role of Worship,

, Acts of Worship in Islam.
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