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Autopsy of the Dead
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Abstract:
Islamic jurisprudence does not explicitly address the
ruling on every specific issue; rather, it establishes fixed
principles and rules that scholars refer to for new rulings
and issues. The contemporary necessity has arisen for
cadaver dissection for various purposes. Modern scholars
have varied opinions on its permissibility, emphasizing its
ancient conceptual roots, existing since the time of the
Pharaohs, and its significant importance today.
When determining guilt or innocence in a criminal case
through dissection, the ruling of permissibility safeguards
against judicial error, upholds the rights of the deceased
and their heirs, and ensures justice for the accused.
Medically oriented dissections are permissible under
Sharia when deemed beneficial by predominant public
interest. Several scholars have supported this view,
indicating that the permissibility or prohibition of an
action should be evaluated based on its causes, effects,
and resulting benefits or harms.
The third type, dissection for educational purposes, was
not explicitly addressed by early Islamic jurists in the
context it is known today. Given Islam's prohibition
against disrespecting or manipulating the bodies of the
deceased, dissecting the body of a Muslim is
impermissible. Permission may be granted for non-
Muslim bodies, considering the sanctity of Muslim life,
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both living and deceased. Previous dissections conducted
by physicians and documented research fulfill educational
needs, as do modern medical advancements allowing for
visual exploration via diverse technologies.

Keywords: Dissection - Cadaver
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