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The influence of Western thought on Muhammad Arkoun and his
position on the Holy Quran
Somaya Ali Mohamed lbrahim
College of Arts, Imam Abdul
Rahman Al-Faisal University
somaiaali@gmail.com

Abstract:

The Qur’an is the last of the heavenly books that God has
revealed to his servant and Messenger Muhammad, may God
bless him and grant him peace. It is the Bible that God Almighty
has pledged to preserve and protect from distortion, deletion,
addition or substitution. And because the Qur'an is the basis of
the Islamic faith, many Western writers, thinkers, and orientalists
intentionally targeted it to destabilize the Muslim belief and their
temptation by questioning it. Legislative and religious principles.
To confront and refute the ideas targeting the Islamic Ummabh, this
research came after the choice of the Algerian Mohamed Arkoun
as one of those who adopted the ideas and outputs of the
Orientalists to find out his theses in criticizing the religious mind of
Muslims.

From the above, the content of the research was limited to
examining the impact of Western thought on Mohamed Arkoun,
the French-Algerian philosopher and his position on the Holy
Qur’an. In exploring this study, the research included a summary,
introduction, preliminary, two studies, and then extracted the
results and recommendations.

The first topic was based on two requirements. The first
topic discussed Arkoun's intellectual rules and the goal behind
them. The second demand of the Arkoun approach was
addressed in the analysis of religious texts that he interpreted and
interpreted according to his theoretical and intellectual vision. The
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second topic concerned with the Arkoun applied methodology,
which contained five demands, namely, the philosophy of
criticizing the religious mind, the Qur’an as a human heritage,
humanization (the sanctity of man), and the history (history of the
Holy Qur’an) Finally, the Qur’an as a myth. The researcher's
study revealed the reasons for choosing its topic, its importance,
and the problems that faced research. The results of the research
reached deliberateness. Which has been distorted and altered,
and depravity and detracting from the cognitive product of the
thought, culture, and heritage of the Islamic nation, and disregard
for not recognizing the scholars and scholars of the nation from
Ibn Taymiyyah, Ghazali and others. And its calls for using
orientalist cognitive approaches in scientific research and for
abandoning the curricula used by Muslim scholars. And his
companionship in his view of Islamic history, all the contradictions
and disadvantages of Western civilization models with their
religious, reform and priestly struggles to promote the Orthodoxy
of Islamic faith and its need for Protestantism in the manner of
European religious reforms.

In the end, the study recommended that Muslim thinkers
should pay attention to intensifying their studies in order to reduce
destructive ideas targeting Islam and Muslims, by focusing on
preparing objective monetary curricula for university students,

setting up seminars, intellectual forums, TV and radio programs,
and exploiting magazines and daily newspapers.
Key words: Arkoun — his books - intellectual rules -

religious texts — religious reason
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- Arab Thought, éd. S.Chand, New-Delhi 1988;

— Rethinking Islam: Common questions, Uncommon answers,

today, Westview Press, Boulder 1994.
— The concept of Revelation: from Ahl alKitab to the Societies of
the Book—book, Claremont Graduate School, Ca.,1988;
-The Unthought in Contemporary Islamic Thought, London
2002.
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