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Abstract

This paper gives an account of the concept of authority in
Islamic political thought at the level of "meaning" and "indication".
The texthas been used as atool method to analysis in detail the
purposes of Islamic Sharia, political heritage that belongs to Sunni
and Shi’a. One of the more significant findings to emerge from this
study is that the deviation of the concept from its original
indications did not come as a response to the demands of an era,
but rather due to political factors that necessitatedtemporary
acceptance of its subsidiary indications.However, by completing
the process of concept in political heritage, the author found that
the concept of authority shifted from "relativity” to "determinism"
through imposing the concepts of "branches™ upon "origins".

The diagnostic provided by the political thinkers werebased
on random samples, this study has shown that in the solutions of
Sunni jurisprudence, there was an absence of the methodological
vision used to read the "text" and analyze "reality". This is because
of the partial view during the confrontation of the problems and
reliance on previous jurisprudence as inevitable, not
relative.Eventually, this led to the transfer of the issue of authority
from the jurisprudence, judgmental and controversial aspects to
doctrinal and fixed dimensions. These findings suggest that a first
generation had ijtihad with the requirements of this era. The second
generation took from the first generation without making any
jurisprudence contributions thatconsistent with the requirements of
theera, as well as, the change of time and place. In a more precise
sense, the ijtihad was taken as inevitable, not relative, and
eventually led to the transfer of the issue of authority from a matter
of jurisprudence and controversial to constant doctrine.In addition,
the results of this research support the idea that the solutions of
Shi’a jurisprudence had shifted the problematic from the
"branches™ to the "origins™ by trying to create a new political
reality based on assumptions far from "doctrine ", "reason" and
"reality".In general, it seems that the real diagnostic contemporary
Sunni political thought to adjust the process of harmonization
between "originality” and "contemporary" by using methodological
rules used such as the contextual approach to read the text and
analyze reality.The criterion of this text isgeneralizing ideas based
on their environment, temporal and spatial circumstance, which the
judging on political issue is not taken in the literal text, but in terms
of temporal and spatialcircumstance.

Keywords: Authority, Islamic Political Thought, Problematic of
Meaning and Indication.
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