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The Term “His Hadith Is Written with Difficulty”
(Yuktab Hadithuhu Zahfan) According to Abu Hatim
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The Term “His Hadith Is Written with Difficulty”
(Yuktab Hadithuhu Zahfan) According to Abu Hatim
al-Razi: An Inductive, Analytical, and Comparative Study

Mohammed bin Bander bin Abdullah Al-Ragas
Associate Professor of Hadith Department of Islamic
Studies, College of Sharia and Law University of Hail
E-mail: malragas@gmail.com
Abstract:
This study examines and analyzes a unique critical term
employed by Imam Abu Hatim al-Razi in his seminal work
al-Jarh wa al-Ta ‘dil—namely, his phrase concerning certain
narrators: “His hadith is written with difficulty” (yuktab
hadithuhu zahfan). The research traces all occurrences of this
term, investigates its contextual usage, and analyzes its
application across five specific weak narrators: Hamzah ibn
Najih, Khalid ibn Ilyas, Dawud ibn Ata’, Abd al-Hakam al-
Qasmali, and Abd al-Khaliq ibn Zayd.
The study reveals that Abu Hatim only applies this expression
to narrators who exhibit clear weakness and narrational
anomaly, though without reaching the level of outright
rejection or accusations of fabrication. This term thus
occupies an intermediate position between general weakness,
severe weakness, and abandonment. It functions more as a
warning against relying on the narration than as a total
prohibition of its transmission. Such narrators may be cited
cautiously in supporting narrations (mutaba‘at) and
corroborations (shawahid), but not as independent authorities.
The research further highlights the precision of Abu Hatim’s
methodology in distinguishing between levels of criticism and
his careful consideration of a narrator’s status without excess
or negligence.
Keywords: Abu Hatim al-Razi, al-jarh wa al-ta‘dil, “his
hadith is written,” “with difficulty”.
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