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Abstract

This study examines a grammatical issue that arose among some

scholars of Medina regarding Imam Malik's statement in the

chapter on vows (nadhr) in Al-Muwatta':

"Wa ‘alayhi hadyu badanah aw baqarah aw shaah, in lam

yajid illa hiya™

The phrase "in lam yajid illa hiya™ was questioned, as

grammatical rules suggest it should be *"in lam yajid illa iyyaha".

To resolve this issue, one of the attendees wrote to his teacher, the

scholar Salem Bouhajeb Al-Tunisi, seeking clarification. His

teacher promptly responded with a written explanation that
clarified the matter without attributing any grammatical error to

Imam Malik. Instead, he supported his argument with evidence

from the Qur'an, various Quranic readings, and classical

Arabic poetry and prose.

Sheikh Salem concluded that Imam Malik’s phrase could be

interpreted in two ways:

1. The nominative pronoun (damir al-raf‘) replacing the
accusative pronoun (damir al-nasb).

2. The concept of grammatical illusion (tawahhum), where the
verb is mentally perceived in the passive form (yijad "is
found™), leading to the pronoun being in the nominative case.
This is a known linguistic phenomenon used by Arabs in their
speech and is accepted in classical Arabic.

The scholar supported his analysis with Quranic and linguistic
examples, demonstrating that this construction is common among
eloquent speakers and is not considered a grammatical mistake. He
emphasized that Imam Malik’s words should always be
interpreted in accordance with the rules of the Arabic language
whenever possible.

Finally, this explanation was presented to the questioner, who

found it convincing and accepted it.

Keywords: Answers , Salem , Bouhajeb , Malik , Al-Muwatta’ ,

Yajid - Illa Hiya
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Din Talib, Dar Al-Nawadir, Syria, 1st edition, 1430 AH -
2009 AD.

Mughni Al-Labib ‘an Kutub Al-A’arib by Ibn Hisham,
edited by Dr. Mazen Al-Mubarak and Mohammed Ali
Hamdallah, Dar Al-Fikr - Damascus, 6th edition, 1985
AD.

Al-Magasid Al-Nahawiya fi Sharh Shawahid Shuruh Al-
Alfiya by Badr Al-Din Al-Ayni, edited by Prof. Dr. Ali
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Mohammed Fakher and colleagues, Dar Al-Salam -
Cairo, 1st edition, 1431 AH - 2010 AD.

o Al-Mugtadib by Al-Mubarrad, edited by Sheikh
Mohammed Abdul-Khalig Udhaymah, Supreme Council
for Islamic Affairs, 1415 AH - 1994 AD, and Alam Al-
Kutub - Beirut.

« Minhat Al-Bari Sharh Sahih Al-Bukhari (also known as
Tuhfat Al-Bari) by Zakariya Al-Ansari, edited by
Suleiman bin Durea Al-Azami, Al-Rushd Library,
Riyadh - Saudi Arabia, 1st edition, 1426 AH - 2005 AD.

o Al-Muntaga Sharh Al-Muwatta’ by Abu Al-Walid Al-
Baji Al-Andalusi, Al-Sa’adah Press - Egypt, 1st edition,
1332 AH.

o Al-Mawdu’at by Ibn Al-Jawzi, edited by Abdul-Rahman
Mohammed Othman, Al-Maktaba Al-Salafiyya, Al-
Madina Al-Munawwara, 1st edition, 1386 AH - 1966
AD.

o Encyclopedia of the Complete Works of Imam
Mohammed Al-Khidr Hussein, compiled and arranged
by Ali Al-Rida Al-Husseini, published by Dar Al-
Nawadir, Syria, 1st edition, 1431 AH - 2010 AD.

o Muwatta’ Malik - Narration of Abu Mus’ab Al-Zuhri,
edited by Dr. Bashar Awwad and others, Al-Resala
Foundation - Beirut, 1st edition, 1412 AH - 1991 AD.

o Muwatta’ Malik - Narration of Yahya, edited by
Mohammed Mustafa Al-A’zami, Zayed Bin Sultan Al-
Nahyan Foundation for Humanitarian Works - Abu
Dhabi, UAE, 1st edition, 1425 AH - 2004 AD.

o Nuzhat Al-Mushtaq fi Ikhtirag Al-Afaq by Al-Sharif Al-
Idrisi, Alam Al-Kutub, Beirut, 1st edition, 1409 AH.

o Al-Nazhar Al-Faseeh ‘ind Mada’iq Al-Anzar fi Al-Jami’
Al-Sahih by Mohammed Al-Tahir lbn Ashour, Dar
Sahnoun for Publishing and Distribution - Dar Al-Salam
for Printing and Publishing, 1st edition, 1428 AH - 2007
AD.
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o« Huma’ Al-Hawami’ fi Sharh Jam’ Al-Jawami’ by Al-
Suyuti, edited by Abdul-Hamid Hindawi, Al-Maktaba
Al-Tawfigiya - Egypt.

o Al-Wasit fi Tarajim Adaba’ Shingit wa Al-Kalam ‘ala
Tilka Al-Bilad Tahdeedan wa Takhtitan wa ‘Adatihim
wa Akhlaqihim wa Ma Yata’allaq Bithalik by Ahmad bin
Al-Amin Al-Shanqiti, International Printing Company -
Egypt, 5th edition, 1422 AH - 2002 AD.
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