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Theological denominationalism “An Analytical Study”
Mohamed Abdul Aziz Mashaal.
Department of Theology and Philosophy, Faculty of Asul Al-Deen, Tanta,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
E-mail: mohamedmashaal.27@azhar.edu.eg // mashaal.88@gmail.com

Abstract:
Theological denominationalism has multiplied in Islamic theological thought,
and it has been accused of being alien to the religion and a call to reject it
altogether. The theological denominationalism of the Sunnis has also been
considered, like other sects of the opponents. Is theological denominationalism
acceptable or rejected? Is there justification for its existence, or is it an
innovation? Assuming its existence, are there governing standards for controlling
it and knowing what can be attributed to the doctrine? The problem of the
research boils down to knowing whether there are justifications for the existence
of the theological denominationalism sect in Islamic thought in response to those
statements that call for its rejection and non-existence. Assuming the validity of
its existence, is there a need for it, and what justifies its existence among the
Sunnis? If there is justification for its existence among the Sunnis, are there
controls for theological denominationalism in attributing belief to them? There
are some who are affiliated with the doctrine of Sunnis who disagree with the
words of their majority, which resulted in criticism of the entire doctrine, and
their sayings were promoted as being what the doctrine decides. Does everyone
who belongs to them consider his statement to be the statement of the
denominational, or is it his special statement that does not apply to the entire
denominational? The research consisted of an introduction, four sections, and a
conclusion. The first section: Theological denominationalism “its concept and
origins.” The second topic: theological denominationalism between acceptance
and rejection. The third topic: Problems about theological denominationalism
and its applications among the Ash’aris. The fourth topic: The reality of
theological denominationalism among the Ash’aris and the extent of the need for
it. The conclusion contains the most important results and recommendations of
the research.
Method: In this research, | followed the critical analytical method.
Results: The authenticity of theological denominationalism among the Sunnis is
that it is not a heresy but rather goes back to what the righteous predecessors
were upon. The purpose of theological denominationalism among the Sunnis is
to distinguish them from those who disagree with them and to demonstrate the
beliefs of the Sunnis and the community. The approved Sunni denominational is
based on what their majority held and agreed with their principles. The
statements of those affiliated with the Ash’aris that contradict the opinion of the
majority or the principles of the doctrine cannot be attributed to them in general.
Rather, this opinion remains specific to the one who said it and does not apply to
the entire denominational. The theological denominationalism of Sunnis did not
stand in the way of ijtihad, and it was not merely a repetition of the sayings of
the imam of denominational and its imams without examination, consideration,
and scrutiny. Sunni denominational did not know fanaticism or extremism.
Rather, it was a tolerant theological denominationalism that had been unified and
did not invite conflict. Al-Azhar Al-Sharif emphasizes the necessity of the
Sunnis and the community's theological denominationalism and presents it as the
solution to the nation’s problems of infidelity, killing, and bloodshed.
Recommendations: Work on a comprehensive study of the approved Sunni
Sunni denominational in matters of faith.
Keywords: Theological Denominationalism, Sunnis, Ash’ari, Approved Sunni
Denominational, Tradition.
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