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Social approaches to the study of religion Youssef Shalhad
is a model
Reem bint Hilal bin Jad Al-Otaibi
Department of Faith and Contemporary Doctrines -
College of Science and Human Studies in Hotat Sudair -
Majmaah University
Email: r.alotaiby@mu.edu.sa
Abstract:
This research aims to introduce religious sociology, which
studies social phenomena in the field of religion and social
relations, and shows the emergence of religious sociology in
the West, which studies society objectively based on
observation and comparison, and presents the basic features of
the study of religion according to Youssef Shalhad, following
the inductive approach. And cash.
He reached results, including: that Western social approaches
to the study of religion stem from a positive vision that made
religion a social product and not a divine source, just as
Shalhad starts in the study of religion from a Western social
and anthropological vision, influenced by that from the
Western vision in its study of Christianity, as Shalhad sees
The advanced religions are nothing but a complex form of the
primitive totemistic religion. The religion, according to him,
began with the individual’s sense of the need for religiosity
and then moved to the worship of totems until he reached a
global religion such as Judaism and Islam. Its change and
development, and all religious phenomena are due to a
common feature, which is sanctification and holiness. It is an
extension of the pagan concept of the Arabs, and Shalhad
transferred it from being earthly to being holy and heavenly,
and that the Arab culture helped Muhammad, may God bless
him and grant him peace, in He has the infinite deity in the
sky, and the belief of the Arabs in the hidden forces
represented by the jinn, demons and angels led to the
acceptance of the truth of the God who separates from God.
Keywords: Curricula - Social - Religion - Youssef - Shalhad.
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