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Reconciliation between religion and philosophy between
Al-Kindi and Ibn Tufail

Abdul-Tawab Muhammad Muhammad Ahmad Othman
Department of Creed and Philosophy - College of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Boys - Al-Azhar University — Egypt

Email: abdeltawabothman.4@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
Reconciling between philosophy and religion can be counted
as one of the most important matters that has busied the minds
of intellectuals and philosophers throughout the ages,
irrespective of their philosophies, methodologies, and views.
The philosophers of Islam also researched this topic, whether
it was the philosophers of the east or the west, and each
offered their own insights into the question. This paper seeks
to address the following questions: Was the question of
reconciliation present in both the eastern and western
philosophies due primarily to the fact that they were Islamic
philosophies? Did they agree or disagree? To what extent did
they agree or disagree? What were the views of both al-Kindi
and Ibn Tufayl when it comes to the question of reconciling
religion with philosophy? The paper addresses al-Kindi’s and
Ibn Tufayl’s: Biographies, what drove them to reconciliation,
the various areas of reconciliation, the various forms of
reconciliation between religion and philosophy among the
philosophers of the east and west, comparing the
reconciliation of al-Kindt and ibn Tufayl . While there were
differences between how the philosophers of the east and the
west reconciled between religion and philosophy; this played
a much larger role in the Arab west in contrast to the east.
Despite this fact, the opinions of al-Kindi and Ibn Tufayl in
reconciling between philosophy and religion were similar in
many aspects and differed in others. However, one can say
with certainty that they both sought to bring philosophy and
religion closer to each other.
Keywords: Reconciliation, Religion, Philosophy, Al-Kindi, Ibn
Tufayl, Islamic Philosophy, Western Philosophy,
Eastern Philosophy
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